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CREDIT RATING OF EXTERNAL PROVISION 
 
1 Definition 
 
1.1 Credit rating is defined as the process whereby QMU judges an external programme against 

the SCQF to assess level and volume of credit.  Credit rating is intended to facilitate entry to 
higher education and assist transfer between programmes, including programmes validated 
under credit accumulation systems which may not map directly onto SCQF.  It does not lead 
to a named award of QMU. 

 
2 Initial approach  
 
2.1 It is expected the initial approach will be made by the external provider to the Partnership 

Development Team. The external provider might be an employer, another education provider 
or private institution. The initial approach may be made directly or through a member of 
academic staff employed by the University.   

 
2.2 During initial discussions the Partnership Development Team will provide advice to the 

external provider on the following: 
 

 Nature and purpose of credit rating 

 The minimum and maximum amount of potential credit rating (normally between 5 and 80 
credit points) 

 Procedure, timescale and documentary requirements 

 Cost 
 

2.3 If the external provider decides to proceed with the application for credit rating, the 
Partnership Development Team will be responsible for all further arrangements as set out 
below (in conjunction with staff in the Division of Governance and Quality Enhancement). 

 
3 Approval process – preparatory stage 
 
3.1 An Academic F
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4.7 If the School Academic Board decides to request further information, a date will be set by 

which time this is to be provided.  Normally, information will be reviewed by correspondence.  
 

4.8 All correspondence with the provider will be handled through staff in the Division of 
Governance and Quality Enhancement.  

 
5 Quality assurance 
 
5.1 The external provider is required to notify the University in writing in advance of the 

introduction of any changes to the credit-rated programme, particularly those that might 
affect the SCQF level or volume of credit. Additionally, the provider will submit a brief annual 
report to the School Academic Board. The Partnership Development Team will liaise with 
external providers regarding these reports. A summary report covering all credit rated 
provision will be presented annually to the relevant School Academic Board for 
consideration. 

 
5.2 If the University considers the changes to be such that the SCQF level or volume of credit 
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6.2 All other promotional materials which incorporate reference to QMU must be formally 
approved by the Governance and Quality Enhancement and as appropriate. 

 
6.3 The Partnership Development team will be responsible for keeping details of credit rated 

provision up to date on the SCQF database. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

 

Third Party Name 

Programme Name 

 
 
 
This document certifies that 

 
Student name 

 
successfully completed the above named programme and has achieved the award of 

 
 
 
x credits at SCQF Level x 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This programme is credit rated by Queen Margaret University 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Third Party organisation logo 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

 
 

CREDIT RATING ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Name of Partner:  

Name of Programme:  

Academic Year:  

Form completed by: 




